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IMPORTANT NOVEMBER DATES   
4 Clocks go back 1 hour 
5 Boys VBall Game @ NOD (3:15—4:30ish) 
6 Bridge Practice after school 

Parent Council Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.  All Welcome 
7 Choir practice after school 

Boys VBall Game @ MLE (3:30--4:30ish) 
11 Remembrance Day 

Choir Sings at St. Francis of Assisi 9:30 Mass 
12 Boys VBall Game @ NOD (3:15—4:30ish) 
13 Last Bridge Practice after school 
14 Choir practice after school 

Reports go Home 
15-16 3 Way Conferences 
15 3 Way Conferences begin tonight 
16 P.D.Day—No Classes 

3 Way Conferences 
19 Picture Re-Take Day 

Boys VBall Game @ NOD (3:15—4:30ish) 
20 Eat Well to Excel Day 
21 Mass @ 9:30 a.m. 

Choir practice after school 
28 Out Reach Choir performs at Spencer House 

Choir practice after school 
School Day goes live online 

Autumn Prayer 
O God of Creation, You have blessed us with the changing of the seasons. 

As we embrace these autumn months, may the earlier setting of the sun remind us to  
take time to rest. 

May the crunch of the leaves beneath our feet remind us of the brevity of this earthly life. 
May the steam of our breath in the cool air remind us that it is You who gave us  

Your breath of life. 
May the scurrying of the squirrels and the migration of the birds remind us that You call us to 

follow Your will. 
We praise You for Your goodness, forever and ever. 

Amen. 



 
A Message from Mr. Piitz 
 
     Lest We Forget 
 There are many opportunities to teach our children about virtues such as; love, compassion, faith,  
hope and forgiveness.  
 During this time of Remembrance it is a great opportunity to teach the virtue of service.   
Through remembering the men and women who gave their lives for peace and justice we can really  
come to know what it means to serve each other.   
 So, during this month let us pause and remember. 
 
A Message from Mrs. Laframboise 
 During our recent Professional Development day, the teachers, DECEs and EAs were actively 
engaged in reviewing the new provincial government’s shift in priorities for teaching math. We also 
explored different pedagogical options so that we can help as many students as possible to develop 
the conceptual understanding necessary to succeed in using math skills to solve problems. During our 
day, we discovered a great websites that parents can use to encourage mathematical thinking in their 
children, such as Math Before Bed.  
	   An important part of helping your children to be successful in math is making math enjoyable 
and helping your child to make connections between what they are studying in class and what they 
experience in their home lives. Playing and working with your children to help them discover 
mathematics in their daily lives is an excellent way for families to enjoy mathematics together while 
building strong family connections spending time together. Setting the groundwork for math to be 
enjoyable can also help to prevent or minimize anxiety around math! Let’s all work together to help 
your children achieve and feel their best! Here are some suggestions. 

	  
Math around the home:  
	  

 • Explore opportunities for your child to make connections with mathematics in 
daily routines (e.g., estimating the distance to a nearby location, measuring the 
time it takes to complete a chore). Be sure to talk with your child about the math 
connections in these activities. 
	  

	  
• Encourage explorative math play at home (e.g., invite 
your child to build, measure, and compare structures made 
with different-sized cardboard boxes; build and describe 
structures in a sandbox; play jump-rope games or games 
like hopscotch, catch, and hide-and-seek). 

	  
	  
	  

Have fun baking some 𝛑 (math term for “pie”).  
• Bake or cook together and follow directions for favourite recipes.  
• Make a third, fourth, or half of a simple recipe or try doubling it.  
• Create and describe a pattern together while you frost a cake.  
• While baking cookies, let your child make an array of columns and rows of 
cookies and practise multiplication. 

	  
 

 
 
 



  
END OF DAY 
The end of the day is very busy at our school, buses; teachers ensuring students have all their stuff,  
pick ups, school teams, bus patrollers meeting younger students are just a few of the events that  

happen at the end of the day.  Please let Mrs. Schnurr know by 	   . if you are picking your  
child up early or a change for the end of day pick up.  By respecting everyone’s busy schedules,  
we will be able to assist you in the best way possible.  Thank you in advance for your assistance. 
 
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER AND SCHOOL BUS CANCELLATIONS 
When listening for reports of bus cancellations this coming winter, Notre Dame 
Catholic School is located in the NORTH Weather Zone. The school will be open for 
learning on these days but buses will not be running. Parents will need to make their 
own arrangements for drop off or pick up on these inclement weather days.  
Information on cancellations can be found at www.smcdsb.on.ca, or on local radio 
stations 
Including: ROCK 95.7FM, B101-FM, The DOCK 104.1-FM. 
If your child walks or is driven to and from school and is not attending on an Inclement  
Weather day please call for SAFE ARRIVAL @ 705-326-0979 OR use the Safe Arrival Button on the 
Notre Dame Website:  http://nod.schools.smcdsb.on.ca 
 
 

 
CROSS COUNTRY  
Congratulations to the Notre Dame Cross Country Team who competed in the Area run on  
October 11.  Outstanding effort was given by all our runners.   
Congratulations to Stevie S., Isaac C., Brooke - Lynn M., Jessie M., Ella C., Marine M., Parker O., 
Bradley F., Alisha M., Taylor N., Carmen M., Karissa May G., Alex M., Cohen R., Lucas H., Hunter 
M., and Jayden T.  who went on to represent Notre Dame at the County meet on October 16.   
Exceptional performance by Brooke - Lynn M., coming in 1st at the Area meet and 2nd at the 
County meet. 
 



 
OUT REACH CHOIR AT SPENCER HOUSE  
We are delighted to share the news that the Advanced Choir will be 
walking down to perform at Spencer House on November 28th. 
Students, who attended enough practices to participate, will be 
leaving the school after second lunch and walking down during lunch. 
They will perform for approximately an hour, and will then walk back 
up in time for busses. I am very much looking forward to sharing the 
talents of this great group of singers and musicians and sharing the 
joyfulness of their performance with the larger community. We will 
perform a selection of older songs which we hope will trigger a few 
memories for the residents at Spencer House. Mme. Tammy

 
 
 
CHOIR AT ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH 
St. Francis Church in Washago was delighted by the recent involvement of the Notre Dame choir. At 
the end of the mass, the congregation broke in to spontaneous applause and the choir was invited 
to join in a special coffee and cake celebration in the church hall after the mass. Many sincere 
thanks to the following students and their families who were able to take time to participate: 
Olivia F., Lochlen R, Peyton B., Jade L. (and Clare R. who came out on Thanksgiving weekend).  
St. Francis Church in Washago is a beautiful church with a very welcoming congregation. On the 
second Sunday of each month, at the 9:30 am mass the Notre Dame choirs (both the Wednesday 
Night and the Advanced Choir) are providing the music. We look forward to seeing you next month, 
on November 11th, for our next performance for St. Francis. These kinds of service opportunities 
reflect well on our school, as well as providing students with the chance to develop their 
performance skills. Thank you in advance for helping us to share our many gifts with the larger 
community.  
 
 
SCHOOL-DAY  
School-Day can be accessed from any web browser and gives you real-time access to up-to-date information and 
the ability to: 

• View announcements, news and school information. 
• Approve permission forms online 
• Register your child for extracurricular activities. 
• Order pizza, milk and hot dogs online. 
• Make online payments (no more sending cheques or cash with your child to school) 

We look forward to using this new system with you, and we are certain that you will find  
the School-Day portal very useful. 
More information to follow.  
   
 
 
 



                     
                                  
STUDENT VOTE 
NOD recently held an officially Student Vote prior to our recent 
municipal election. The students in Mr. Clifford's grade 5 class, guided 
all the classes from grades 5 to 8 through the steps of casting their 
ballot. The NOD Student Vote was for Orillia candidates in Ward 3 and 
the mayor candidates for Orillia. Interestingly, the Student Vote results 
closely resembled the official vote that took place on Monday. 
 

 
 
BRIDGE INVASION 
 The Notre Dame Bridge Club has been dealing out many trump and tricks for the past 6 
weeks! Thanks to the amazing leadership of Mrs. Marilyn Mahar and other bridge-playing volunteers 
from the Orillia area, our group is shaping up to be some excellent card players.  Bridge is a 
challenging game even for adults, requiring strategy and the memorization of complex rules. Mrs. 
Mahar has presented the group with many catchy little songs to help us remember strategies to 
better play the game. 
 For students in grade 5 and up who want to learn the basics of bridge, we run a “mini-
bridge” lunch on Wednesdays and Friday.  Students (and parents) are also encouraged to visit the 
American Contract Bridge League’s website to play mini-bridge online.  
 The site is: https://www.acbl.org/ 
 Click on “New to Bridge” then “mini-bridge” 

	  

     
	   



FLAG FOOTBALL 
It was a great year for the flag football team. They worked together so well and made the season a 
lot of fun. They were the big winners of the Catholic Cup with big wins over both MLS and St. 
Bernard’s. For the area tournament, an incredibly blustery and wild day, the team made it to the 
semi finals, but lost by 1 point in the final minute of the game. They made Notre Dame very proud 
with their sportsmanship and team spirit. Thank you; Carter, Carter, Ethan, Matt, Matt, Cohen, 
Michelle, Annalysse, Riker, Jayden, Jacqui, Cam, Katrina, Esmee, Isaac, Jack, Dylan and Jared for a 
great season! 

 

 
 
TERRY FOX RUN/WALK 
All students participated in this year’s annual Terry Fox Run/Walk on September 27th.  In total 
$1316.15 was raised for cancer research. We would like to give a very special thank you to Adriana 
P. who raised over $100 this past summer in honour of her uncle, who passed away from cancer. 
 
Support Our School Breakfast and Snack Programs – Eat Well to Excel Day is Tuesday November 
20, 2018!! 
Eat Well to Excel, the Simcoe County Nutrition Program for School-Age Children is the name of the 
local Student Nutrition Program in Simcoe County. EWTE is a non-profit community partnership that 
supports volunteer run Student Nutrition Programs in over 185 schools/programs (including 
elementary and secondary schools, learning centres and alternative programs) in Simcoe 
County.  Research shows that students with access to a breakfast program have reduced risk for disease, are 
more likely to come to school and participate in class, have better test scores, and are more likely to 
graduate.  
Here’s how you can support your school’s Eat Well to Excel program: 

• Donate money via www.eatwelltoexcel.ca click on Donate now (a printable tax receipts will be 
issued).  Include the school’s name in the comment box.  Otherwise the money will be used to 
support the purchase of equipment and food for schools with high needs. 

• Donate money directly to the school 
• Volunteer – schools are often looking for help to purchase, prepare and serve food.  
• Join the EWTE partnership committee.  To find out more complete the form 

at www.eatwelltoexcel.ca, under Volunteers. 
For more information, Contact us at http://eatwelltoexcel.ca/contact-us/ 
 
UPCOMING DECEMBER & JANUARY DATES 
5 Family Advent Mass @ 6:20—Guardian Angels 

No Choir Practice 
7 Choir performs at First Light (7:45 p.m.—St. Marie Among the Hurons) 
9 Choir Sings @ St. Francis of Assisi 9:30 Mass 
12 Choir Practice after school 
19 Choir Practice after school 
21 Last Day of School before Christmas Break 
24 Christmas Eve 
25 Christmas Day 
26 Booking Day 
31 New Year’s Eve 
Jan 1 Happy New Year 
Jan 7 Classes Resume-Welcome Back 
 


